D^F.  DOC.  #2460 


%"• 


Exh.  No* 


Translated  by 

Defense  ^unguec»  Branoh 


INTERNATIONAL  MILITARY  TRIBUNAL  FOR  THE  FAR  EAST 


UNITED  STATES  AMERICA  ot  al 


-vs  - 


ARAKI  Sadac  at  nl 


S'VORN  DEPOSITION  (Tr  oio  ) 

Deponentt  YAGASAKI.  Setauzo 

Having  first  duly  sworn  an  rath  as  on  attached  sheet 

\ 

and  in  accordance  with  the  procedure  followed  in  my  oountry 

I  hereby  depose  as  follows. 

% 

% 

I.  I  am  YAGASAKI,  Setauzo.  I  am  an  ex-major  general 

and  up  to  the  time  of  the  end  of  the  War,  I  was  serving 
in  the  defense  of  tho  Tokyo  area.  At  present  I  live  at 
Haruki,  Togo-Mura,  Aichi-Gun,  Aichi  Profooture,  and  am 
engaged  in  farming. 
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II.  From  August  1931,  when  Gen.  ARAKI  was  appointed 

Chief  of  the  General  Affairs  Department  of  the 
Inspectorate -General  of  Military  Training,  to  the  time 
ho  le  ft  the  above  post  to  become  War  Minister,  i 
Iso rvod  as  adjutant  captain  in  the  Inspectorate - 
General .  From  1934  to  March  1936,  when 

hio  excellency  entered  the  I  served  (as  major) 

under  the  general  as  adjutant  to  the  Military  Councillor. 
Again  from  April  1932  to  January  1934  I  served  under 
the  general,  who  was  thon  "far  Minister,  as  a  member  of 
the  Personnel  Bureau,  of  the  *"ar  Ministry. 

I*  ?r™  August,  1930  to  April,  1932  I  served  as  adjutant 

to  Chdotf i if tttap  GonordllAffu  lieaDeptfrtmoiitrftf  iB62Ih» 
spe c t ora te -Gonera  1 ,  whose  post  was  occupied  during  tho 
above  period  sucJoa^ive  ly  by  Gen.  HAYASHI,  ARAKI  and 
KArrASH  IMA  *  The  duty  of  the  Chief  of  the  General  Affairs 
Department  was  to  assist  the  Inspe  ctor-Gonora  1  and 
to  ta  1c o  charge  of  all  affairs  coming  under  the  Jurisdiction 
of  the  Inspectorate -General.  Therefore  it  was  an  extremely 
busy  post.  For  instanoe,  he  oftoi.  had  to  go  on  trips 
to  inspect  maneuvers,  army  schools  and  various  other 
training  institutions  all  ovor  the  oountry.  In  addition 
to  this,  tho  Chief  of  the  Genoral  Affairs  Department  con¬ 
currently  hold  the  post  of  Chairman  of  the  Permanent 
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Examination  Oommlttoo  for  Army  Cadots  and  aa  ouch  had 
to  •  i3chnr,;e  tho  oxtromely  oxaotlns  dutloo  concerning 
the  examination  of  tho  Junior  and  oanlor  otudant.  of 
vo r  1  cub  army  aohonls.  jfhoroforo  ho  did  not  attend  any 
aonfero noe 8  hold  by  tho  Ifnr  Kini.try,  tho  General  Staff, 

ato.,  oroont  In  oaoeo  when  tho  subject  matter  eonoernad 
militr.ry  education. 

ne ra  1  ARAFI  assumed  tho  post  of  Chief  of  tho 
Go  norn 1  Affaire  Dopnrtmont  of  tho  Inspo otornto- 
Gor.orel  on  15  August,  1631.  Although  ho  romainod 
in  this  post  but  for  lose  than  four  months,  by  tho  timo 
ho  was  promoted  to  Minister  ho  had  atmoit  finished 
his  inspection  tour,  having  bogun  his  visits  to  schools 
and  maneuvers  under  hia  jurisdiction  at  a  very  early 
period  of  his  term  of  office.  Those  schools,  in¬ 
cluding  tho  ililitsry  Academy,  r.umborod  moro  than  ten  and 
v/ere  not  all  situated  in  Tokyo,  but  dotted  all  over  the 
country  as  far  ns  Kyushu.  Inasmuch  as  tho  gonoral  mad© 
d o ta ilod  inspections ,  his  trips  required  m-ro  than  tho 
usodl  timo.  For  irstanco,  on  tho  occasion  of  his  visit 
to  the  Cavalry  School  in  Chlba>  v/hloh  WQ(J  pnly  flbput  # 

three  hours  rldo  from  Tokyo,  ho  spont  the  previous  night 
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at  a  pin co  near  tho  school,  and,  aftor  hoaring  detailed 
oxplur.stions  fr^m  tho  responsible  oarty  mado  his  in- 
opooti^n  on  tho  fallowing  day.  Therefore  it  was  already 
in  tho  middlo  of  Octobor  whon  ho  finishod  his  visits  in 

tho  Trkyo  area. 

Lnto  in  Cct-bor  ho  made  visits  tr  sohools  of  tho 
rut  tying  lroalitios.  At  about  tho  snmo  timo  ho  rondo  n 
trip  of  two  weeks  in  order  to  prepare  and  onrryout 
snocial  communication  manouvora.  On  finishing  this, 
ho  wont  t-  Kumamoto  to  assist  at  tho  special  grand 
maneuvers  held  there.  As  scon  as  ho  roturnod  to  Tokyo, 
ho  was  apoointod  Far  Minister.  A  greater  part  of  his 
time  was  thus  Wont  rutsido  of  Tokyo.  Therefore  tho 
Manchurian  Incident  which  broke  out  at  that  time  ™  «ulte  a 
nows  t o  him  and  cf  which  ho  first  learned,  like  other 
people,'  from  tho  newspapers. 

VJ.  At  tho  timo  of  tho  Octobor  Incident  Gen.  ARAKI 

nnd  I  were  busy  taking  preparations  for  a  trip  to 
Kumamoto  to  inspeot  tho  Instructs*  Schorl  there.  At 
about  4  p.m.,  however,  whon  the  general  made  a  oonstosy 
call  to  tho  Far  Minister's  'ffioial  residence,  he  was 
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tf'lt’  by  v/nr  Minister  MIKAMI  and  Gon.  KANAYA,  Chiof  of 
the  Ooneral  Staff,  about  the  ocourronoo,  and  was  askod  to 
pc  to  quell  the  incident.  Thoroupon  tho  general 
wort  tc  tho  T.'ar  Ministry  and  stayed  thono  until  late 
at  ni.  ht  finally  succeeding  in  smoothing  away  the 
situation.  Ho  camo  book  home  at  dnwn.omd&d  so  the 
scheduled  trip  was  oos tpon»lif1  •  On  that  ocoasirn 

.  t 

ho  t clr1  mo  that  tho  substance  of  tho  matter  proved 

I 

to  bo  that  some  tho  younger  rffioors  in  tho  General 
Stuff  who  wore  irritated  at  the  oorrupt  state  of  the 
political  v"rld  had  mnclo  a  common  plan  to  carry  out 
n  reform  and  that  :  Ithough  ho  finally  suocoodod  in 
dissuading  thorn  from  tho  plan,  tho  situation  was  very 
difficult  ir.a&ntroh  as  tho  said  officers  wore  all  men  of 

t 

na ivo  ch>i  c a otor • 

•  i 

V.  On  tho  morning  of  13  Docombor,  as  I  romonbor,  ho 

« 

phoned  mo  that  ho  wu3  going  to  visit  Mr.  INUKAI’s. 
Thereupon  I  a  cocmnanl«l  him.  After  a  few  minutes’  talk 
with  Mr.  INUKAI,  he  wont  to  tho  official  residence  of  tho 
T'nr  Minister  to  talk  with  tho  Y'ar  Minister,  tho  Chief  of 
tho  Goncrol  Staff  or/  tho  Ins  no  ot  or  -Gone  ra  1  of  Military 

J 

8«luca tion.  After  that  ho  wont  again  to  Mr.  INUKAI ’s* 

In  tho  afternoon,  ho  was  appointed  ?for  Minister  in  a 
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™„y  of  installation  by  Kis  Majesty.  It  happened 
-•'only  that  wo  war,  vary  busy  with  various  arrangement, 

7  UOlS™  1  «“  »Ft  oontinuo  to  attend  hlm 

Ai’tor  ho  boenno  War  Minis  tor. 

7I*  ^  *°ri1'  195?-  1  personnel  matter,,.*, 

a  stomber  oh  the  Personnel  Affaire  Bureau  of  the  T.’ar 

ministry.  The  Minister  believed,  in  consideration  of 

various  incident,  which  had  funnily  haepenod  by  that 

time  and  of  the  aECrav»tio„  -<  the  internal  e-nditlcn  of 

the  country,  that  it  was  no  doubt  ,  natter  of  real 

necessity  to  select  men  of  character  as  the  commander,  of 

armed  forces  in  order  to  introduce  such  a  reform  into  the 

Japone-e  army  that  it  would  booome  upright  i„  lt, 

existence  —on  army  excellent  in  it,  hiBh  m-ral  virtues. 

Sc  the  General,  unlike  his  nredeoossoro  who  used  to 

approve  funnel  recommendation,  they  were  submitted 
from  the  Personnel  Affairs  Bureau  rcgnrdm*  commanders 

o'  the  lower  classes  ordered  his  staff  to  bo  careful  in 

the  selection  of  the  lower  officers,  such  as  the  company 
ornnftadors,  ot.c.. 

As  he  was  vary  careful  about  the  problem,  those  who 

were  of  excellent  character  become  ta  be  appointed  earn- 
mandors • 
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VII.  For  two  years  fr^m  January,  1934  ,  I  was  adjutant 
to  tho  General,  who  thon  was  a  military  councillor. 

At  tha  t  -..'iso ,  the  fact  that  tho  plans  which  ho  had 
planned  formerly  for  national  policy  wore  not  put  into 
pracnioy  either  by  tho  Government  by  the  Army,  made  him 
a  n?i  i  ou  j  constantly  •  Ho  was  quite  dif  ,ront  in  his 
opinion  fr^m  other  mon  of  imoortanco  in  tho  Govornmont 
at  tho  timo  .  Tho  Military  Council  was  a  peacetime  pool 
for  reserving  army  oommandors  for  war-time.  Tho  membors 
had  no  duty  nor  business  of  spooial  importance,  and  tho  ro 

m 

was  no  formal  mooting  during  tho  period  tho  General  hold 
tho  post.  Tho  details  of  tho  meeting,  even  when  it  was  an 
infernal  session,  wore  n~t  disclosed  to  newspaper -mon. 

VIII.  Tho  Gonoral  was  vory  oarnost  in  instructing 
young  off  i ears  .  But  ho  sorvoroly  scnldod  and  warned  any 
yrur.g  officer  who  broko  tho  law  of  justice  and  moral 
obMflaMone.-  .  The  Gonoral  made  it  his  principle  to 
wolcome  ovoryono  vrho  came  to  him  end  not  to  pursuo  those 
who  Uenvo-.  him.  Ho  frankly  talked  about  his  helioDa. 
with  ovoryono  whe  visited  him  to  hoar  his  opinion. 

Ho  used  to  say*  "Japan  is  no  closed  country  now.  Japan 
has  intercourse  with  tho  world.  So  our  first  duty  is  to 
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lcnrw  the  conditions  of  tho  world  and  to  refine  our 
personality;  to  Broadminded  and  do  not  bo  narrow". 

IV,  At  tho  time  tho  so-callod  2-26  Incident  broke-out 

out.  ho  vront  to  tho  Imporial  Palace  to  soo  tho  2m- 
poror,  ns  soon  as  ho  was  informed  by  tho  K3MPEI-TAI 
of  tho  ocourronco.  On  our  ride  tr  the  Palaco,  he  said  to 
mo  as  follows  t  "If  I  had  takon  more  effoctivo  steps  in 
tho  instruction  of  the  yrun5  offio-rs,  they  would 
not  havo  boon  mislod  by  the  "civilians"  (meaning  by  this 


expression  tho  authors  of  tho  Incident  other  thorn  soldiers 
in  active  service).  It  is  a  matter  for  doop  regrot."; 
and  "Tho  authors  of  tho  Inoidont  are  usurpors  of  tho 
Imporial  prerogative  of  military  command.  They  are  the 
ruin  of  our  Imperial  army'*.  TnoSo  words  impressod  mo  so 
dooply  that  I  still  ronomber  thorn  quito  distinotly. 

X.  In  spoaRing  of  tho  national  character  of  the 

various  polios  of  the  w-rld,  he  used  to  refer  in  laudatory 
terms  to  tho  sobrit^qand  rofinomont  of  tho  Snglish- 
non,  tho  frontier  spirit  .  and  practical  enterprise  of  tho 
Americans,  tho  broad  and  good  heart  of  tho  Russians, 
the  seroaity  and  generosity  of  tho  Chinese,  tho  patriotism 
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of  tho  Fronohnon,  the  organising  capacity  and  diligonce 
of  the  Gormans.  Above  all  praised  tho  Swode  for  thoir 
warm  and  puro  hoart  which  kopt  thoir  country  free  from 
thrives.  Ho  taught  us  that  if  wo  woro  to  be  citizens  of 
tho  world,  wo  had  to  adept  those  merits  of  other  p3rpleG. 
At  tho  same  time,  ho  vrns  always  desirous  t~  have  Japan 
becorao  a  country  with  m  rnlity  ovon  ftlgHor  than  that  of 
Sweden. 

On  this  8th  day  of  So nt . ,  1947 
At _ 

DEPONENT  YAGAS AK I ,  Sotsugo  (soal) 

I  horoby  oortify  that  the  above  statement  was  sw-rn 
by  tho  Doponot,  who  affixod  his  signaturo  and  seal 
thereto  in  tho  presence  of  this  witness. 

On  the  same  date 
At  A _ 

Witness i  (signed)  HAS  r'KA,  Kernel  (seal) 

OATH 

In  acoordanco  with  my  conscience  I  swear  to  toll  tho 
whole  truth  withholding  nothing  an'’  adding  nothing. 

/b/  YAGASAKI,  Sotsugo  (seal  ) 
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